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Submitted by the Commission for Mission and Justice Ministries of the MACUCC at the 
request of the Environmental Ministries Committee. 
 
The Bible begins with the creation stories in Genesis ---God calls all of creation good and 
shows us that the earth, air, sea, land and all of life upon them are sacred and loved by God. 
The Bible is also filled with invitations, calls and commands “to do justice, to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with God” (Micah 6:8), “to love our neighbors as ourselves” (Luke 
10:27), and to create a just and loving society for all of God’s beloved.   
 
Whereas: the Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Conference has, over its 209 year 
history, demonstrated a deep commitment to advocating for the poor and oppressed, creating a 
just and loving society and extending justice and protection to all of Creation, including the 
very least among us; and 
 
Whereas: A growing number of scientists, research institutions and governmental agencies 
(including the U.S. Army, the United Nations, the World Bank and 2,700 experts worldwide) 
warn that failure to dramatically reduce greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation and other 
contributors to global climate change risks causing the “collapse of civilization”1

 
; and 

Whereas: This collapse would include loss of life, water and food supplies, agricultural 
productivity2, homes and communities; devastation of coastal areas that include 196 of the 
world’s cities with populations over 1 million3; loss of many complex and ecologically 
essential ecosystems and species4; loss of health, jobs, transportation, infrastructure and the 
economic well-being and security for much of the world5

 
; and 

Whereas: Scientists have documented that to retain a world similar to what human beings 
have known for the past 10,000 years we must reduce carbon dioxide in the atmosphere from 
our current level of 390 parts per million to below 350 parts per million as soon as possible, 
and that to achieve this level requires reductions in emissions in the range of 90% by 2050 in 
order to achieve the 350 ppm goal no later than 21006

 
; 

Whereas: Research suggests that it is within human technological and social potential to 
provide energy for food, water, shelter and many goods and services for essential needs of the 
world’s current population by transitioning from wasteful, polluting technologies to high-
efficiency and less consumptive alternatives7, decentralized energy and food production 
systems8, and safe, clean, renewable energy sources9

 
; 
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Whereas: The nations of the world are convening in Copenhagen in December, 2009, to 
negotiate a global climate protection treaty;  
 
Whereas: Failure to act now will lead to even greater climate change with devastating 
impacts on all people, especially the poor, and ecosystems; and  
 
Whereas: Japan and the European Union have pledged to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
by 25-30% below 1990 levels by 2020 if the nations of the world make substantial 
commitments10

 
; 

Therefore, be it further resolved that the 210th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts 
Conference of the United Church of Christ calls upon congregations and members:  
a) to sign the Interfaith Call for 350 (www.350.org/interfaithcall) and share it with other 
communities of faith, and 
b) to organize or participate in the global day of witness on or around October 24, 2009  
(www.350.org), and  
c) to continue to educate themselves and their communities on these issues; and 
d) to take action, individually and institutionally, to reduce their carbon footprint; and 
 
Be it further resolved that the 210th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Conference of the 
United Church of Christ  recommend that the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts 
Conference to register with 350.org this Annual Meeting’s endorsement of the goal of 350 
parts per million; and 
 
Be it further resolved that the 210th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Conference of the 
United Church of Christ calls upon local churches, Associations, and the Board of Directors 
of the Conference to urge our elected leaders to commit to energy policies that: 
a) reduce emissions of greenhouse gases with the goal of reducing the amount of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere below 350 parts per million; and 
b) immediately adopt the practical goal of cutting emissions by 25% by 2020; and 
 
Be it further resolved that the 210th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Conference of the 
United Church of Christ invites Christian communities worldwide to join together to call 
upon all governments to commit to a climate treaty in Copenhagen, in December, 2009, that 
will bring the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere back down to 350 parts per million, 
and do so in ways that ensure safe, clean, renewable, and sustainable forms of energy 
production, end large-scale deforestation and increasing reforestation, transition to high-
efficiency technologies, and include access by the poor to affordable, low-carbon, 
environmentally-sustainable and just energy sources and food supplies. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.350.org/interfaithcall�
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