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Dear Friends of the Massachusetts Conference, UCC,
There’s a new story in these pages – a story each
of us needs to know; a story each of us needs to tell.
It’s a story of vitality, excellence, adaptation, hope,
faithfulness, vision, persistence, attentiveness,
accountability and covenant. It’s our story. And it’s
a partial glimpse of how God is active in our life
together.

Nurturing local
church vitality and
the covenant among
our churches
Massachusetts Conference
United Church of Christ
One Badger Road
Framingham, MA
01702-5517
(508) 875-5233
macucc@macucc.org
www.macucc.org
Area Offices
Central
1102 Pleasant Street,
Box 843
Worcester, MA 01602
508-963-8106
central@macucc.org
Metropolitan Boston &
Northeast
230 Second Avenue,
Waltham, MA 02451
781-890-1444
macucc.waltham@verizon.net
Southeast
225 Water Street South
#A115
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-746-8330
bellarosaa@verizon.net
Western
51 Center Street
P.O. Box 443
Ludlow, MA 01056
413-589-7034
western@macucc.org

While many of the bright notes of the past two
years can be found in these pages, there’s another
ministry I want to lift up – what I think of as the
“basso continuo” which plays in the background and
yet is essential to the life of our Conference. At any
given time, as many as 30% of our churches are
involved in a pastoral transition (162 clergy were
settled in Massachusetts in 2008 and 2009). Our three full-time (Dale, Peter, Wendy) and two
half-time (Jill, Don) Associate Conference Ministers work with these congregations, their
leaders, and our pastors to assure that each church follows best practices, encourages
learning and growth, engages imagination and vision, and nurtures hope.
• These five ACMs and I gather monthly as a community of practice – sharing what has
gone well and asking for help, all the while challenging, supporting and encouraging
one another.
• We work in partnership with dozens of talented interim ministers whose leadership is
essential to congregational health and growth. Over the past year we have hosted two
trainings for interim ministers (a basic training and a five day training) both of which
have been fully subscribed.
• We work in partnership with 12 Committees on Ministry in numerous ways to assure
that the Massachusetts Conference will have the best pastoral leadership available in
the UCC today and in the future. This includes requiring all our pastors to take
Boundary Awareness Training, discussing the value of ministers engaging in
continuing professional development, and anticipating a new Manual on Ministry
which will include pieces on “Members in Discernment” and the “Marks of Readiness.”
• And in times of transition, the expertise and wisdom of our other Conference staff is
invaluable. Paul may help church leaders recapture their vision; Andy may suggest
ways they can inspire generosity; Susan may coach them on policies that will make
their church a safer place; this list could go on and on.
The pages of this report tell the story God is writing with our lives. How will we shape
our story over the next few years? More than any of us, our Still Speaking God eagerly
awaits our response with a hopeful heart.
Faithfully,

Jim
Jim Antal
Minister & President

The Massachusetts Conference
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United Church of Christ

An Exciting Place To Do Ministry
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collective strength as the largest Protestant denomination in the Commonwealth –
over 73,000 members strong – has helped shape our common life in Massachusetts.
Like most other churches, our 386 congregations face extraordinary challenges
in adapting and ministering to a society threatened by environmental degradation,
economic injustice and too little faith, hope and love. But we are making a
difference.
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During the past two years we have established new congregations and worked
to revive existing ones. We have provided programs of pastoral excellence to aid in
ministerial leadership and spiritual practices. We have guided local churches to
learn from each other in a Still More Excellent Way. And we will continue to be a
good steward to God’s green earth, to change the culture of money in these
economic times and beyond, to work with different faiths and the unchurched, and
to nurture the vitality of our churches. As we look at 2010 and beyond, the
Massachusetts Conference is committed to providing all of our members with the
tools they need to continue building their churches as well as God’s spirit within
their communities and beyond.
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Who We Are
We are a gathering of 386 churches with over 73,000
members, making us the largest Protestant denomination in
Massachusetts. Our roots go back to the Puritans and Pilgrims
who founded this country, making us the Commonwealth’s oldest
denomination.
The Massachusetts Conference is one of 38 regional bodies
of the United Church of Christ (UCC), which has over 5,300
churches and 1.1 million members.
The motto of the UCC is “That They May All Be One.” This is
from the prayer of Jesus (Holy Bible, John 17:11) for the unity of
the church. Members of the United Church have been leaders in
2009 Annual Meeting attendees find their church’s location
the
movement to heal the divisions in the Christian church, and
and pin a comma on a fabric map of the Commonwealth of
local
congregations welcome into membership people from a
Massachusetts.
diversity of religious backgrounds. Today, approximately twothirds of our members have come to the UCC from other denominations, or from no denomination.
On any given weekend in our churches, you may hear traditional hymns or something more contemporary.
You may meet people whose families have been in America for generations, or those who still speak the
languages of their homelands in Asia, Central and South America. You may find a church hall that houses a soup
kitchen or one that houses a coffee house for local performers. You may find a church that has declared
itself Open and Affirming to gay and lesbian people, or you may find a congregation that is theologically more
conservative.
Our churches are large and small, urban, suburban and rural. As a Conference, we support one another in
spreading the Word and doing the work of Jesus Christ.
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The Massachusetts Conference Takes a Stance on
Science-Based Climate Change

The Conference continues to
make mission and justice a
priority… and that includes bringing awareness of environmental
issues to the community. In the
run-up to the Copenhagen
Climate Change Conference in
December
2009,
the
Massachusetts Conference is
believed to have been the first
religious body in the United States
to take a stance on science-based
climate change.

•

2010

ways the church could
improve. (The curriculum
is available at www.
congwestonucc.net/
environmental curriculum.pdf.)
• Hope Central Church in
Jamaica Plain held a “50
Mile Potluck” and encouraged folks in the community to bring a dish for which
the main ingredient was
grown or raised within 50
miles of their home. The
potluck meal was coupled
with a regular Sunday worship service dedicated to
themes of global hunger,
sustainable food sources
and local food concerns.

On October 17, 2009, the
210th Annual Meeting of the
On October 24, 2009, Minister and President Jim Antal was the keynote
Massachusetts Conference passed speaker at a rally held at Minuteman National Historical Park in Concord.
an emergency resolution calling The event was one of over 5,000 actions held around the world that day to
on local churches to take action to raise awareness of the need to limit the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere
combat global warming. The reso- to 350 parts per million. Over 500 people from 18 towns were present.
lution called on the Conference’s
support the need to protect the environ• At South Church in Andover,
congregations and members to sign the ment:
members bring in bottles and cans to
Interfaith Call for 350 and to participate
be recycled by the local Boy Scout
• First Congregational Church, UCC,
in the global day of witness to be held
pack. They have also recognized the
in Montague, has hosted meetings of
October 24, 2009. The Interfaith Call for
leadership role they can play in
town leaders with Environmental
350 is a call to reduce carbon dioxide in
leading the entire town to both learn
Ministries Task Force member Tina
the atmosphere from the current level of
and take action, so they have taken
Clarke on making Montague a
390 parts per million to below 350 parts
on the role of prime organizers for
Transition Town. According to
per million – the level which scientists
the town’s two-week focus on the
Pastor Barbara Turner Delisle,
say is what is needed to "retain a world
environment and climate.
Transition Towns is a process that
similar to what human beings have
builds community and more imporknown for the past 10,000 years." [Read
The Environmental Ministries group
tantly builds resilience in community of the Massachusetts Conference offers
the resolution here: www.macucc.org/
in response to the triple threat of ris- many resources and workshops for
mission-justice]
ing oil costs, climate change, and responding to the principles of our faith
The call for climate change awareeconomic instability. (See www. and acting effectively to protect health,
ness, however, came much sooner than
transitiontowns.org for details.) This communities and creation. They offer
the 2009 Annual Meeting. In June 2008,
small church recognizes the leader- ways for members to help “green” their
Minister and President Jim Antal invited
ship role it can play in helping the own lives, their churches, and their
churches to “blow the trumpet” –
town engage in sustainability prac- towns – including tree plantings, ideas
actually to ring their church bells – in the
tices that will make the community for Earth Day events, and Christian
hope that “our love of God’s creation can
resilient to the challenges that lie ahead. education environmental curricula. You
inspire our communities to make the
• The Congregational Church of can learn more about the activities of the
necessary changes in our behavior so
Weston taught children to love their Environmental Ministry group at
that our grandchildren will enjoy the
neighbors and their earth with a www.macucc.org/emj/Environmental
Eden into which we were born.” More
church school curriculum that helped Ministrieshome.htm.
than 60 churches in the Massachusetts
make the children aware of how all of
Conference have reported that they have
You are invited to get involved with
creation is linked together, how other Mission and Justice task teams as
rung their steeple bells, handbells or
humans depend on each other, and well, including: the Disaster Resource
other bells 350 times in an effort to alert
how other life depends on humans. Team, Economic Justice Task Team,
the community to the imminent danger
One of their workshops involved a Homelessness Task Team, Innocence
to the planet.
scavenger hunt and energy audit Committee, Mission Partnership, Open
Other churches have embraced stewwhere the children wandered inside and Affirming Task Team, Race and
ardship of the environment with other
and out of the church building, Justice Task Team, and Restorative
creative endeavors. Here are just a few
looking for ways the church was being Justice Task Team. 
examples of the efforts of local churches
environmentally sensitive and for
to honor the Biblical underpinnings that
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Open & Affirming Hits Milestone

Open and Affirming Churches
in the Massachusetts Conference
Number of churches: 100
UCC • North Congregational Church
in Middleboro • East Congregational
Church, UCC in Milton • First
Congregational Church of Natick •
Congregational Church of Needham
• Pilgrim United Church of Christ in
New
Bedford
•
Belleville
Congregational Church, UCC in
Newburyport
•
Central
Congregational Church UCC in
Newburyport • Eliot Church of
Newton • The Second Church in
Newton, UCC • Newton Highlands
Congregational Church, UCC •
North Congregational Church, UCC
in North Amherst • Edwards Church
of Northampton • First Church of
Christ, Inc. in Northampton • Trinity
Church Northborough • UCC
Congregational Church of Norwell •
First Congregational Church, UCC
in Norwood • First Church in
Pembroke • First Congregational
Church, UCC in Reading • First
Congregational Church UCC in
Rockland • The First Congregational
Church of Rockport, UCC •
Tabernacle Church Congregational,
UCC • First Congregational of
Somerville,
UCC
•
The
Congregational Church of South
Dartmouth,
UCC
•
First
Congregational Church of South
Hadley • The Eliot Church of South
Natick, Inc. • Foster Memorial
Church,
UCC
•
South
Congregational Church, UCC in
Springfield • First Congregational
Church UCC in Stockbridge •
Memorial Congregational Church
UCC in Sudbury • Townsend
Congregational Church, UCC • First
Congregational Church of Truro •
United Church in Walpole • The
Wellesley Congregational Church •
First
Church
in
Wenham
Congregational, UCC • West
Parish of Barnstable • West
Dennis Community Church •
Congregational Church, UCC of
West Stockbridge • Westhampton
Congregational Church, UCC • The
Congregational Church of Weston •
First Congregational Church UCC in
Williamstown • First Congregational
Church in Winchester, UCC •
Hadwen Park Congregational
Church • Lake View Congregational
Church
UCC
•
United
Congregational
Church
in
Worcester

Open and Affirming Settings
within the Conference:
1. Massachusetts Conference,
United Church of Christ
2. Andover Newton Theological
School
3. Harvard Divinity School

Marching in Pride and representing God’s
Extravagant Welcome in the UCC is an experience
that is hard to describe. It is a clear way to live the
ONA ministry and bring the Good News to people who
have been denied that welcome and affirmation.

“

“

• South Acton Congregational
Church • First Congregational
Church, UCC of Amherst • South
Congregational Church, UCC of
Amherst • Ballard Vale United
Church • South Church in Andover,
UCC • West Parish Church of
Andover
•
Park
Avenue
Congregational Church, UCC •
Pleasant Street Congregational
Church, UCC • First Congregational
Church, UCC of Ashfield •
Pakachoag Church • United Parish
of Auburndale
•
Memorial
Congregational Church, UCC • First
Church of Christ Congregational of
Bedford
• Belchertown United
Church of Christ • Church of the
Covenant, Federated
• Mount
Vernon Congregational Church •
Old South Church in Boston •
Brighton-Allston Congregational
United Church of Christ • Christ
Congregational Church, UCC of
Brockton
• United Parish of
Brookline • United Church of Christ,
Congregational of Burlington • First
Church in Cambridge
• First
Congregational Church of Chester •
Christ's Community Church in
Chicopee
•
Trinitarian
Congregational Church, UCC of
Concord • West Concord Union
Church • Village Congregational
Church, UCC •
Maple Street
Congregational Church UCC • First
Church of Deerfield • First
Congregational Church of Dudley,
UCC • Feeding Hills Congregational
Church, UCC • Edwards Church
in
Framingham
•
Grace
Congregational
UCC
in
Framingham
•
Second
Congregational Church UCC of
Greenfield
•
North
Hadley
Congregational Church
• First
Congregational UCC of Hanover •
The Congregational Church of
Harvard,
UCC
•
First
Congregational Church UCC of
Harwich
•
The
Haydenville
Congregational Church UCC •
Hingham Congregational Church
UCC • First Congregational Church
UCC in Holliston • Housatonic
Congregational Church • First
Church in Ipswich, UCC • Hope
Central Church in JP • Church on
the Hill, UCC in Lenox • First
Congregational Church in Leverett •
Hancock United Church of Christ •
Pilgrim Congregational Church in
Lexington • The First Parish in
Lincoln • Christ Church United in
Lowell • Centre Congregational
Church, UCC in Lynnfield • First
Church in Malden • First Church of
Christ in Marblehead, Inc. •
Mashpee Congregational Church,
UCC • The Congregational Church
of West Medford •
First
Congregational Church in Melrose,

-Kathie Carpenter, chair of the ONA Task Team
(front row, red shirt and colorful lei),
led the Mass. Conference delegations in both the
Northampton Pride and Boston Gay Pride events.

ONA Hits 100

The number of Open and Affirming Churches in the
Massachusetts Conference reached a new milestone in March
2010: 100.
The Lake View Congregational Church in Worcester voted
to become an ONA church, unanimously approving a statement
saying in part: We welcome into full membership and
participation in the Body of Christ persons of every race, ethnic
background, age, gender identity and expression, sexual
orientation, physical or mental ability, socio-economic
background, marital status and faith background.
The small church pushed the Massachusetts Conference
total to 100 ONA churches for the first time since ONA
churches were first listed in 1987. The Massachusetts
Conference passed the first ONA resolution in the
denomination in 1984.
“Every congregation that stands up and offers God’s
Extravagant Welcome is a gift to the community and to our
denomination and a beacon to those who have been left out or
thrown out,” said ONA Task Force Chair Kathie Carpenter.
“From 2004 until now (March 2010), we have added 59
new ONA churches – more than half of all our ONA
churches,” Carpenter said. “But, there’s plenty more work
to do!” 
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Mission Partnership with the Pentecostal Church of Chile

The Conference Mission Partnership has made a commitment to raise funds to
build 150 casitas de bendición or blessing cabins to provide shelter for homeless
Chileans, who have been devastated by the recent earthquake. This commitment
comes from the Conference’s long friendship with the Pentecostal Church of Chile
(PCC), and the humbling experience of the generous hospitality more than 150 people
have received in PCC homes since the beginning of the Mission Partnership covenant
in 1995. Mission Partnerships are structured relationships with an international
partner church whereby “a visible common witness of Global Ministries” is made.
Recent Partnership Highlights

The mission partnership is so meaningful to its participants that just after the earthquake in March, 2010, two women of the PCC were so determined to make their
previously scheduled trip to the US, where they were to be hosted by the Women’s
Fellowship of the Massachusetts Conference, that they pawed through the rubble of an
earthquake damaged home to retrieve a suitcase, circumvented unstable bridges and
closed roads to arrive at the airport, and departed on the first flight out of the country
after the earthquake struck.
Many delegations have gone back and forth between Chile and Massachusetts. The Some Massachusetts volunteers at one of the
Bishop of the PCC attended the Massachusetts Conference Annual Meeting when it work camps to Chile.
was held in conjunction with the UCC General Synod in Hartford, CT, in 2007 and is
returning for the 2010 Annual Meeting. In 2009, two delegations of youth and adults were sent on a workcamp to Centro Shalom,
a peace and environmental education camp in the Andes mountains, where they worked side by side with Chilean youth and
adults, later visiting them in their homes and churches. Many of the youth and adults stay in touch through Facebook, using an
online translator. Also in 2009, a delegation of pastors visited the pastors of the PCC and engaged in dialogues about faith issues.
Over $43,000 has been raised so far by local churches for Chile blessing cabins.

Dominican Republic Mission Trip Members Take a Detour to Haiti
Through the Worcester Area
Mission Society (WAMS),
several local churches have
been active in mission work
with the Good Samaritan
Hospital in La Romana,
Dominican Republic over the
years, offering friendship,
skills, prayers and financial
support. WAMS is a designated social ministry arm of the
Conference.
In January 2010, 37 dedicated people from MACUCC
local churches – of different
ages, skills and interests – all
traveled together through the
night of the northeastern US
and into the tropical light of
La Romana, Dominican Republic.
The mission trip’s purpose
was to help paint and improve
electrical systems at the Good
Samaritan Hospital, to paint a
school in nearby San Pedro,
to offer medical care to more

miles of devastated buildings
to a different clinic site. Each
day doctors saw hundreds of
patients, and small packages
of food were given out. At
But then the group was
the end of each day, there was
informed about a disaster – a
the guilt and pain of shutting
devastating 7.0 magnidown the clinic when
Over
tude earthquake in Haiti. $300,000
long lines of people
Nine of the group decid- has been
were still waiting outed to travel to Haiti to raised
side. They saw thouhelp with a medical team
sands of people living under
and food distribution as well
tarps crowded together as
as spend time with the chilclose as possible – some with
dren. The group had a prayerjust a sheet held up by sticks.
ful and emotional send off, as
They could see little or no
they left in a bus to drive
sign of activity helping these
through the night into Portcrowds – just an occasional
au-Prince.
UN vehicle patrolling with
It was an intense and soldiers and guns.
exhausting journey. Each of
After their return, on the
the four days they travelled
last night together, the group
from the compound where
sat in a circle and listened to
they stayed, they stood in the
each of the 37 people say
back of the truck and worked
what had been most meaningtheir way through miles and
ful to them about the week,
than 500 residents of the
sugar cane villages, and to
rejoice with the children in
learning and playing.

and what they will take home.
Some were in tears as they
recalled those they met who
have touched them deeply –
sensing the deep bond of
common humanity that reaches across cultural, linguistic
and economic divides. They
felt blessed by the richness of
a few days spent bringing
hope – working with the poor in
a world so different from our
own.
Over $300,000 has been
raised so far by local churches for Haiti relief. WAMS
continues to organize volunteers to return to Haiti to build
a school and provide needed
medical care. For more information, contact Rev. Nancy
Shantia Wright-Gray at
(508)-832-3937, email shantiawg@gmail.com, or visit
www.wamsucc.org.
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Gulf Coast Not Forgotten

Local Churches Have Made a Difference in New Orleans

The Massachusetts Conference and The Worcester Area Mission Society
(WAMS) partnership with the Good Shepherd UCC in Metairie, Louisiana, has
been a rich and exciting one. According to the Rev. Nancy Shantia WrightGray, Mission Coordinator for WAMS, churches from across the conference
have been foundational in the wonderful work in and around New Orleans.
Report from Rev. Nancy Shantia Wright-Gray, Worcester Area Mission
Society

First it is important to know that New Orleans is still NOT OK.
The city and surrounding areas are still cleaning up and rebuilding.
Access to medical care is still inadequate. The schools are still struggling to
recover. The leaders – teachers, politicians, healthcare providers, and
pastors – are living in the same chaos as those they serve. The churches have
lost members to death and evacuation and those that have remained tend to be
still piecing their lives back together. Most everyone is still dealing with the
huge struggles and stresses of staying in a “war-zone-like” region.
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13 Churches Participate in
WAMS Mission Trips

Over 70 Conference members have taken advantage
of the Worcester Area Mission Society’s “Mission
Opportunity Program” for UCC churches in
Massachusetts. Here are some of the most recent
churches to participate in trips to New Orleans, Elkton
(Maryland), the Dominican Republic and Haiti.
Acton Congregational Church,UCC
Dennis Union Church
First Congregational Church, UCC in Auburn
First Congregational Church of Rutland
The First Church in Sterling, Federated
The First Church of Templeton
Mattapoisett Congregational Church, UCC
North Congregational Church of Middleboro
Rehoboth Congregational Church, UCC
Trinitarian Congregational Church UCC, Norton
United Parish of Fall River
The Congregational Church of Mansfield
Trinity Church Northborough

But we have made a difference.
Churches of the Massachusetts Conference have been incredibly generous
in time and resources to our sisters and brothers in the New Orleans area; individuals on our trips have raised and donated tens
of thousands of dollars, we’ve worked on over 30 homes, a couple schools and three churches, we’ve planted gardens and
listened to personal stories. We have assisted classroom teachers, read stories to children, created educational assembly
programs, and provided much needed books, computers and supplies to schools which had almost none.
In these Gulf Coast mission trips, there is nothing as important as our continuing to return and our listening. Returning is a
constant reassurance that we have not forgotten these wonderful folk and listening gives them a new ear to hear all that has
happened in the last 5 years!
I offer you thanks from the people whose lives we’ve touched and from the Worcester Area Mission Society, UCC. You have
changed the world!

What is Needed ?
PRAYERS: prayers for the people of the devasted
areas; prayers for the workers; prayers for the
volunteers as they travel to help; prayers for folks
in the community to join us in these hope-filled
projects.
FINANCES: Contributions of money to help the
volunteers create bonds of friendship and understanding with the community they hope to serve,
to assist with the work, and eventually to bring
back to New England a deeper understanding of
a people and a culture.

Members of North Congregational Church, UCC, in Middleboro posed in front of
one of the Gazebo style shelters the group was building at the Martin School in
the 9th Ward of New Orleans. These sun pavilions provide the only shade for
the children when they play in the school yard.

PEOPLE: to organize and publicize our efforts and
raise funds; to travel (possibly outside their
comfort zone) – work – and bring us back their
stories.
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News Delivered Electronically

The world of communication
changes so fast today that it seems
almost risky to put anything ABOUT
communication in print. Something
will undoubtedly change tomorrow.
But one thing that is not changing or
going away is the societal shift from
printed publications to electronic
communication.
Fortunately, the Conference was in
a good position in 2009 when financial realities forced the national setting
of the United Church of Christ to
cease publication of the printed United
Church News, including sections
produced by the Conferences such as
MACUCC. At the time the newspaper
stopped being printed, the Conference
had six established email newsletters Church webmasters and communicators at Webfest ‘09 shared suggestions for improving one another’s
websites in a small group led by Connecticut Conference Minister of Communication Eric Anderson.
covering such topics as Christian Attendees also learned about improving website findability, discussed 10 things that should be on every
Education, evangelism, mission, home page and learned the basics for creating good video.
stewardship and more.
These
newsletters, combined with printed
As a result, Minister & President Jim Antal put together a
resources such as this Annual Report, have helped keep the
document discussing boundary issues for clergy that has since
covenant among Conference churches front and center even as
been integrated into boundary awareness training. In addition,
our communication methods are changing.
the Conference began offering workshops and trainings for
local church leaders trying to find their way.
Social Networking Becomes a Challenge and Opportunity
The Massachusetts Conference also developed its own
for Churches
Of course, the shift to electronic media was neither new nor Facebook page, which had 400 “fans” by early 2010, and
unexpected. But the explosion of social networking sites such which has offered a new, effective medium for sharing news
as Facebook – which had more than 400 million users world- and resources.
wide by early 2010 – was a startling development. And this
Many local churches, like Belchertown United Church of
new frontier became both a challenge and an opportunity for
Christ, have also been leading the way. Belchertown’s pastor
people across the Conference.
Todd Farnsworth demonstrated the power of Twitter in
On the one hand, pastors, lay leaders and the Conference Advent, 2009, sending out daily “tweets” telling the Christmas
staff were given a new way to communicate, network – even story 140 characters at a time.
evangelize. On the other hand, working in a new medium
The Conference continues to find its way in this new era,
meant delving into the wilderness. Clergy faced boundary
including conducting an ongoing comprehensive review of
issues that no one had considered before, and churches found
how best to overhaul www.macucc.org. But one thing
themselves unsure how to participate.
remains certain – there will be something new on the horizon
Early in 2009, a handful of people – including clergy, laity tomorrow. 
and Conference staff from Massachusetts and Connecticut –
got together to talk about the ramifications of social
networking. They had to think in new terms, such as what a
clergyperson should do about Facebook “friends” when they
transition from one ministry to another and how youth pastors
should properly interact with minors in cyberspace.
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Excellent Pastors Create Excellent Churches

The purpose of the Pastoral Excellence Program (PEP) is to develop, promote, and
sustain excellent pastoral leadership for the churches in the Massachusetts
Conference, United Church of Christ.

The Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ is now a
nationally recognized leader in nurturing pastoral excellence. In our grant request to
the Lilly Endowment, Inc., we asked them to invest in our hunch that excellent pastors are indispensable for creating excellent churches. Since receiving that initial
major grant in 2003, Lilly has twice renewed funding for this project. Why? Because
the Massachusetts Conference has shown that it’s true – excellent pastors are
indispensable for creating excellent churches.
Now well over half our pastors who serve churches – and nearly 100% of our
newly ordained clergy – are participating in clergy groups we call Communities of
Practice. By sharing their wisdom, experience, struggles and plans, they form a
circle of accountability that enhances their effectiveness and deepens their faithfulness. The benefits of these discussions are then lived out in hundreds of our congregations. Indeed, the Pastoral Excellence Program has changed the culture of ministry
in the Massachusetts Conference.
We believe our Pastoral Excellence Program offers a profoundly hopeful vision for
the future of the church. We believe excellent pastors create excellent churches.

Excellent ministry:
•
•
•
•

requires practice;
is collegial;
is embodied;
operates best with a balance
of agency and accountability;
• must be properly resourced.
We are increasing our efforts to
broaden and deepen our program, to
make its practices and resources
available to the wider church, and to
follow the implications of our insights
into new areas of inquiry regarding
pastoral excellence and congregational vitality.
Please help to ensure
the Pastoral Excellence
Program will continue
to anchor ministry in
Massachusetts
for
generations to come.
Contact Andy Gustafson
in the Framingham office
or visit www.macucc.org/
excellence for details.

that

CLERGY COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE offer more experienced pastors opportunities to hone their practices of ministry and develop meaningful collegial friendships.
Counteracting the risks of isolation and burnout, the Clergy Communities of Practice
are designed to help clergy uncover the challenges of ministry and the possibilities of
new growth.

NEW CLERGY GROUPS for clergy in their first three years of
ministry meet monthly in small groups of 3 to 5, assisted by a
more experienced pastor who is trained to serve as facilitator
and mentor. Here, new pastors find the support and guidance
they need to navigate the transition from seminary into pastoral
ministry.

COLLOQUIES AND CONTINUING EDUCATION: Conference-wide learning
events widen the circle of conversation beyond the clergy groups. In recent years,
more of our Colloquies have been designed not just for clergy alone, but for
congregational teams of pastors and lay leaders together. Colloquies also offer
opportunities for focused learning and discussion on particular topics, such as
navigating conflict and change, or worship planning for liturgical seasons.
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During 2009 Communities of Practice were initiated for church laity based on the successful model of New Clergy Groups
and Clergy Communities of Practice. In the very beginning stages of formation, these groups meet every six weeks and focus on
skill building, resource sharing, and networking.

Stewardship Community of Practice

by Chris Barensfeld, Commission for Stewardship

Stewardship Community of Practice for Laity, pilot group —
(seated, l to r) Fran Lajoie, Forest Street Union Church,
Methuen; Chris Barensfeld, Second Congregational Church of
Boxford; Mike Barlow, Groveland Congregational Church.
(Standing, l to r) Joe Gibbons, First Congregational Church of
Topsfield; Richard Aberman, First Congregational Church of
Georgetown; Ron Mertens, Groveland Congregational Church,
Carroll Gustafson, Groveland Congregational Church.
Representatives not present for the photo were Russ Adams of
Tewksbury Congregational Church and Donna and Paul
Eovacious of Maple Street Congregational Church, Danvers.

The Stewardship Community of Practice for Laity (CoP), is an
initiative founded in March, 2009, by the Commission for Stewardship. It has proved to be very beneficial for the intrepid pilot group
who volunteered to participate over a year ago. The first CoP is
comprised of eight representatives of stewardship committees from
seven Essex Association churches: Maple Street Congregational
Church, Danvers; First Congregational Church of Georgetown;
Groveland Congregational Church; Forest Street Union Church,
Methuen; Tewksbury Congregational Church; First Congregational
Church of Topsfield; and Second Congregational Church of Boxford.
CoP members have a variety of reasons for continuing their
participation, not to mention the covenant that was signed in blood.
Joe Gibbons of Topsfield states, “it has given us ideas and
information about what has and hasn't worked in stewardship for
other churches. And meeting regularly has helped us stay focused
year-round on stewardship. Since I was new to stewardship, the
group helped me develop a wider perspective.” Richard Aberman of
Georgetown has appreciated the “collaborative and cooperative
atmosphere” at the meetings. “I find our gatherings help me generate
ideas. They energize me and give me much needed support as well.”
Russ Adams of Tewksbury enjoys the interaction with other church
stewardship members but in particular, it's the donuts and coffee
he’s after.

Christian Education Community of Practice
Here’s what some of the members of the
Christian Education Communities of
Practice had to say:
This group has been a great benefit
to me. It is a place to come and discuss
new ideas, support each other in our
ministries and fellowship together. As a
youth worker, it is nice to know that I
am not alone. I look forward to our
monthly meetings as a time of restoration and replenishment.
– Mary Bedell
Youth Ministry Coordinator
CCU Dracut

I am from Ballard Vale United
Church in Andover and I have found the
Community of Practice meetings to be
extremely valuable. I always leave the
meetings with a new insight into my

ministry and at least one idea (usually
more than one) that I can’t wait to get
back to my church and implement.
– Wendy deLemos
I go to Forest Street Union Church
in Methuen and have been working
with the youth for years. This year I
finally had time in my schedule to be a
part of the Community of Practice and
have found it very valuable. I really
enjoy the time to discuss issues with
others who work with youth in the
United Church of Christ setting. I have
gotten many ideas and much inspiration
from the group. I think I speak for all
when I say that whenever I begin to
doubt my effectiveness with the youth,
the others have been right there with
words of encouragement. Furthermore,
I have always gone back to my own

church and discovered that the youth
really do appreciate and benefit from all
of my efforts.
– Susan Walko
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“Best Practices” Goes Local
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A Spotlight Story

First Congregational Church of Milton Hosts a Night of Ideas
Representatives also came from the First Congregational
First Congregational Church of Milton, UCC, hosted a
“Best Practices” event in which the church representatives Church of Sharon, Hope Church in Jamaica Plain and
who attended were asked to share some events and strategies Newton Highlands Congregational Church UCC.
that had been successful in attracting and
“It was neat to see these churches
nurturing new members.
“Reading about somebody's
from a wide variety of communities and
“The initial idea came to us after we experience is very helpful, but contexts contribute to each other through
were invited by the First Congregational hearing them talk about it and their sharing,” continued Johnson.
“Some churches are farther along than
Church of Sharon to come and share a few
success stories with their Board of getting the chance to ask others in terms of outreach and vitality
strategies, but every church had someDeacons,” said Steve Paxhia, Chair of the questions is much better.”
thing important to share, and every
church’s Membership Committee. “We
church learned something new that they
were flattered that they were interested in
what we had been up to. As we started to think about what could take home. It was exciting to see that many of our
we would say, we got the idea to invite other churches to UCC churches are working very hard to become more vital,
participate. So we contacted the Rev. Wendy Vander Hart and have come up with a wide variety of approaches and
(Associate Conference Minister) and Paul Nickerson events – and most of us don't know what the other is doing.
(Associate Conference Minister for Evangelism & Church We have to change that. This kind of event is easy to do.
Vitality), and asked them to suggest some other churches that Just invite some churches in your area, provide some food
and hospitality, and turn them loose. They’ll do the rest!
had done some creative things.”
Everybody wins!”
“We planned it for a Monday night in January, and
figured that the best way to make it easier to attend was to
To read more Spotlight articles or to subscribe, go to
provide supper and start at 6:30. Representatives from five
different UCC churches joined together, and the sharing of www.macucc.org/spotlight.
ideas and resources was very rich,” said Paxhia. “We also
had a great time just getting to know each other. Reading
about somebody’s experience is very helpful, but hearing
them talk about it and getting the
chance to ask questions is much
better. One reason that the event
was so successful is that it was
very informal and unstructured.
Creative ideas sprang forth all
night.”
“Believe it or not, we even had
a pastor come down from Maine
for the event,” adds Rev. Jeff
Johnson, pastor of the church.
“Rev. Nancy Duncan, pastor of the
Broad Bay Congregational Church
in Waldoboro, grew up in our
church and she and I had been in
recent email contact. I invited her,
and she made the trip! Her ideas
about creative possibilities in
worship were a big hit.”

Representatives from five different UCC churches got together at First Congregational in
Milton, and shared ideas and best practices.
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Statistics

Celebrations

• Roslindale Congregational Church, #4025,
formerly in-care, joined UCC October 19,
2008
• First Congregational Church of Braintree,
#810, re-joined UCC June 7, 2009

Losses

Closed 2007-2009

• First Church of Christ, Congregational,
Springfield, #4400 - Closed December 31,
2007
• Raymond Memorial UCC, Millbury, #3040
– Closed June 8, 2008
Withdrawn 2007-2009

Mashpee Church Experiences Growth...
and Another First
This baptism, held on September 20, 2009, was a first for the congregation.
Pastor Rev. Dr. James S. Scovil blesses Jason Whitman, whose parents
(Marc and Heather) are charter members of the new church, Mashpee
Congregational, UCC. Three years after launching their public worship, this
church start recently celebrated its anniversary with over 100 happy,
excited, energetic, and committed worshipers. This new Cape Cod church
is currently “in care” of the Barnstable Association, aspiring to be selfsufficient and a full status member congregation by 2011.

• Essex Congregational Church, Essex, #1570
– voted to withdraw November 7, 2007
• First Congregational Church of Royalston,
#4040 – voted to withdraw January 1, 2008
• Union Church of Springfield, #4470 – voted
to withdraw March 8, 2008
• First Congregational Church, Marshfield,
#2790 – voted to withdraw January 25, 2009
• Church in the Cove, Beverly, #460 – voted
to withdraw January 25, 2009
• Community
Congregational
Church,
Billerica, #510 – transferred to the
Conservative Congregation Christian
Church January 29, 2009
• First Korean Church, Cambridge, #985 –
transferred to Pan-American Mission of the
Korean Methodist Church June 7, 2009
• Evangelical Congregational Church of
Erving, #1550 – voted to withdraw June 15,
2008
• Pilgrim Congregational Church, Merrimac,
#2940 – voted to withdraw July 2, 2009
• The First Church of Christ, Bradford, #2160
– voted to withdraw December 1, 2009

New Churches See Increases in Membership

Cesar and Lisa DePaz (above) received the 2009 Haystack Award for
Evangelism for their work with new Hispanic churches in Jamaica Plain,
Lowell, Worcester and Springfield. Other new churches in the Conference
have also seen growth. People come from many surrounding communities
to worship on Sunday afternoons at Hope Central Church in Jamaica Plain,
which was born out of a merger of Hope and Central Congregational
Churches. The congregation now averages more than 100 in worship and
is looking for a second pastor. The Hispanic Community Church, UCC, of
Boston has done a lot of work around immigration issues and has had a
wonderful renaissance. One of our newest church starts is the Nation of
Jesus Christian Center, United Church of Christ in Springfield, whose
founders -- Darwin and Joseline Rivera -- are spreading the Good News
evenings and weekends. They see up to 180 in worship, and have begun a
radio ministry.
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How The Mass. Conference Helped Grow My Church
by Rev. Ms. Molly Phinney Baskette, Senior Pastor, First Congregational of Somerville, UCC

First Congregational of Somerville, UCC, has become a
successful turnaround church under the guidance of Rev. Ms.
Molly Phinney Baskette, Senior Pastor. Approximately 110 of
its 136 members have joined in the last few years. Baskette
points to the support from the Conference as an important
element to the church’s success:
The Conference has been most helpful. First, with support
from the Evangelism and Renewal Commission, we were able
to garner funds from Local Church Ministries at the national
setting in order to fund Growth activities, like our half-time
Minister of Outreach and Evangelism, promotional materials,
advertising, and community-wide events specially designed to
attract people who wouldn’t normally come to church.
The Conference also sent me to the New Church
Leadership Institute in Atlanta, a conference for new church
start pastors as well as renewing church pastors, which
brought together people of great soul, ingenuity and knowledge of resources to help churches grow in spirit and numbers.
Paul Nickerson and Jim Griffith, whom the Conference
retains to help churches cultivate vitality, have been invaluable
as coaches and systems thinkers to help us negotiate size
transitions, staffing changes, the theology and culture of
growing churches.
And finally, on a daily basis there are so many things we
rely on. Most of them aren’t very sexy, but they are practical,
and VERY helpful, for a church trying to get its act together. I
called Elsa Marshall to help me coach our fledgling Sunday
school teacher who was feeling overwhelmed. We call Sue
Dickerman every time we have questions about Safe Church.
And, of course, I rely heavily on dear friends/colleagues in the
MACUCC for fellowship and a place to bring the burdens of
ministry, share ideas and resources.

Youth at Synod

The Conference sponsored a group of youth and youth
leaders (pictured right) to travel to Grand Rapids,
Michigan, to attend General Synod last year. In addition
to meeting youth from all over the country, they participated in some of the General Synod and did mission
work. Elsa Marshall, Commissioned Minister of Christian
Education and Youth Ministry, said the youth experienced
church at its finest. “This is one of the few opportunities
the youth get to see the UCC in action – devoting time to
making church the body of Christ – and then take that
home with them.”

A summertime picnic / ice cream feast brings together a
smorgasbord of individuals at First Congregational of
Somerville.
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By Andrew Gustafson
Associate Conference Minister for Stewardship and Financial Development
In the Massachusetts Conference 77% of our revenue is provided directly
by local congregations. Congregations support their wider mission as lived out
by the Conference through Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and
Fellowship Dues. The balance comes from endowment and other income. It is
this financial expression of covenant by local congregations of the
Massachusetts Conference that pays for the mission and ministry conducted
by the Conference you have read about in this Annual Report.
In the same spirit of covenant, 55% of the OCWM Basic Support received
is contributed to the national setting of the UCC. This represents
approximately 28% of all Conference revenues.
Fellowship dues are a per member contribution established by the
congregations and clergy of the Massachusetts Conference United Church of Christ at Annual Meeting. This practice dates
back to the 1840’s. A small additional amount is added by local Associations for Association programs and expenses.
Delegates voted a $16.80 per member Fellowship Dues rate for 2010. Fellowship dues remain in the Conference to support
programs and services to local congregations.
Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support is shared between the national and conference settings. In 1993 the
clergy and congregations of the Massachusetts Conference United Church of Christ adopted the guideline for giving that
congregations should give an amount equal to at least 10% of their operating budget to mission, and give at least 50% of
their mission spending to Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support.
There is no more important work in the world than the mission carried out by the whole church in all its settings – local,
association, conference and national. Ultimately all the financial support for the mission we all carry out in the name of Jesus
Christ comes from the generosity of the people of God, given in love. May God bless our efforts in the Massachusetts
Conference United Church of Christ to advance God’s reign of love, peace, justice and mercy, until the kingdom comes in
its fullness.

Pastors seen round the Conference...
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Resources Anticipated - 2010

Source

Amount

Percentage

Basic Support Nat'l Share

$1,045,000

27.54

Basic Support Conf Share

855,000

22.53

1,026,900

27.06

275,000

7.25

39,200

1.03

386,900

10.20

Net Conference Center Revenue

69,700

1.84

Indiv Donations and Misc Income

96,500

2.54

Fellowship Dues
Lilly Endowment Grant Funds
Pastoral Excellence Prog Income
Income from Endowments

Total Sources

$3,794,200

100%
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Conference Ministries to be Funded - 2010

Support for National UCC Ministries - $1,045,000 (28%)
 Wider Ministries
 Justice and Witness Ministries
 Local Church Ministries
 Office of General Ministries
Regional Ministries - $706,300 (19%)
 Pastoral search and call
 Conflict intervention and resolution
 Support for churches and pastors
 Assistance/support for Association boards & committees
 Regional programs
Leadership Development - $405,200 (11%)
 Compensation guidelines for clergy & other church employees
 Pastoral Excellence Program
 Clergy Communities of Practice
 New Clergy Groups
 Colloquies and continuing education
 Safe Church information
 Western Area Leadership Academy
Young Adult Ministry
 Young adult retreats and events
 Service opportunities and Young Adult Ministry
Resources
Educational Ministries - $72,300 (2%)
 Seasonal Sunday school resources
 Curricula
 Christian educator training
 CE educator cluster groups
 CE consulting
 Networking and certification
 “Connect”: Christian educator’s e-newsletter
 Resource Center Curriculum Open Houses
Youth Ministry
 Confirmation retreats
 Mission trips
 Resources for youth ministry
Evangelism and Church Vitality - $185,700 (5%)
 Oversight of new church start pastors and revitalization
projects
 Grants for New Church Starts and Turnarounds
 Vital Congregational Life cluster groups
 Church visioning and vitality resources and consulting
 “Growing Faith” e-newsletter
 MissionInsite demographic data
Ecumenical Partnerships - $91,300 (2%)
 Mass. Council of Churches
 Dialogue and advocacy with other denominations
 Support of Boston-Cambridge campus ministries
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Mission and Justice - $138,000 (4%)
 Mission Partnerships in Chile and South Africa
 Task forces on Race & Justice, Jubilee, Environmental
Ministries, Homelessness and Restorative Justice
 Fair Trade project
 Open & Affirming and marriage resources
 MassReleaf ministry
 “Ever Flowing Streams” e-newsletter
Stewardship and Financial Development - $163,900
(4%)
 Stewardship University
 Local church consulting on stewardship, planned
giving, endowments and capital campaigns
 Missionary visits
 OCWM mission interpretation
 “Inspiring Generosity” e-newsletter
 Handbooks for treasurers and auditors
 Resources
Communication/Technology - $205,300 (5%)
 Phone, mail and e-mail costs
 Conference website
 Resources for church websites
 Still Speaking initiative
 Web developer training
 Church administrator training
 Choosing church management software
 Spotlight series
 Emailing and “The Mailing” info packets
 Annual Report and other publications
Minister & President/Governance - $184,800 (5%)
 Oversee Conference ministry, program and budget
 Liaison with National and ecumenical agencies
 Represent Conference in public media
 Pastoral presence among MACUCC churches
 Board of Directors
 General Synod delegation
Administration – $472,600 (12%)
 Financial management, audit and accounting
 Legal
 Office expenses
 Property and liability insurance
Buildings and Equipment - $123,800 (3%)
 Equipment for all offices
 Major repairs to Conference owned property at
Craigville and Framingham
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UCC
Code

Association

3280
3340
1590
690
3930
1690
60
980
5495
3350
3980
3560
5310
430
4190
4080
2350
3905
2530
4890
1230
3190
2520
1760
4900
400
1490
2650
3515
3660
1300
2120
2690
4020
410
4530
580

Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Central
Hampden
Metropolitan
Central
Metropolitan
Berkshire
Barnstable
Metropolitan
Central
Central
Essex
Central
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Hampshire
Central
Metropolitan
Metropolitan
Pilgrim
Central
Pilgrim
Hampshire
Essex
Barnstable
Metropolitan
Essex
Metropolitan
Pilgrim
Metropolitan
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2009 Top Givers (Per Member)
to Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support
Name

Boston
Boston
Boston
Boston
Boston

Boston
Boston

Boston

Boston
Boston
Boston
Boston
Boston

Boston
Boston

Boston
Boston
Boston

Total
Membership

United Parish of Auburndale
The Second Church in Newton, UCC
First United Parish of Everett
Mount Vernon Congregational Church • Boston
First Congregational Church, UCC • Reading
Faith United Parish • Fitchburg
Feeding Hills Congregational Church, UCC
First Church in Cambridge
United Congregational Church • Worcester
Newton Highlands Congregational Church, UCC
Richmond Congregational Church UCC
The Federated Church of Orleans • East Orleans
First Congregational Church in Winchester UCC
First Parish Church of Berlin
Pilgrim Church UCC • Sherborn
Tabernacle Church Congregational, UCC • Salem
First Federated Church • Hudson
Quincy Point Congregational Church, UCC
Hancock United Church of Christ • Lexington
The Wellesley Congregational Church
Trinitarian Congregational Church, UCC • Concord
Congregational Church of Needham
First Congregational Church • Leverett
Edwards Church • Framingham
Wellesley Hills Congregational Church, UCC
Payson Park Church, UCC • Belmont
The Pilgrim Church of Duxbury, UCC
United Parish of Lunenburg
UCC Congregational Church of Norwell
United Church of Pelham
Maple Street Congregational Church UCC • Danvers
First Congregational Church UCC of Harwich
Centre Congregational Church, UCC • Lynnfield
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
Plymouth Congregational Church of Belmont
First Congregational Church UCC • Stoughton
Church of the Covenant, Federated • Boston

153
344
41
44
287
64
77
409
168
141
71
241
529
42
340
133
35
190
707
1,033
734
548
72
145
916
188
678
159
375
42
343
176
388
210
171
166
75

Notes: Membership is based on the most recent membership report received
OCWM Basic Support is the amount received between 1/1/2009 and 12/31/2009

•

2010

OCWM Basic
Support

Per
Member

$32,734.00
$58,500.00
$6,000.00
$6,000.00
$32,875.00
$6,909.00
$8,278.00
$42,800.00
$16,400.00
$12,000.00
$6,000.00
$20,364.00
$42,650.00
$3,360.00
$25,000.00
$9,771.33
$2,500.00
$13,200.00
$49,000.00
$70,500.00
$50,000.00
$37,000.00
$4,756.50
$9,200.00
$57,000.00
$11,250.00
$40,148.33
$9,327.00
$21,750.00
$2,400.00
$19,575.00
$9,500.00
$20,800.00
$11,100.00
$9,000.00
$8,644.50
$3,850.00

$213.95
$170.06
$146.34
$136.36
$114.55
$107.95
$107.51
$104.65
$97.62
$85.11
$84.51
$84.50
$80.62
$80.00
$73.53
$73.47
$71.43
$69.47
$69.31
$68.25
$68.12
$67.52
$66.06
$63.45
$62.23
$59.84
$59.22
$58.66
$58.00
$57.14
$57.07
$53.98
$53.61
$52.86
$52.63
$52.08
$51.33
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Directory

Framingham Center

Associate Conference Ministers

National Setting

One Badger Road,
Framingham, MA 01702-5517
Phone (508) 875-5233;
Fax (508) 875-5485

The Rev. Jill Graham
51 Center Street, P.O. Box 443
Ludlow, MA 01056
Phone: 413-589-7034;
Fax: 413-589-7035
grahamj@macucc.org

UCC Headquarters
700 Prospect Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100
Web site: www.ucc.org

The Rev. Mr. Dale Hempen
225 Water Street South #A115
Plymouth, MA 02360
Phone: 508-746-8330
Fax: 508-746-8339
hempend@macucc.org

Justice and Witness Ministries
216-736-3700

Rev. Don Remick
230 Second Avenue
Waltham, MA 02451
Phone: 781-890-1444
Fax: 781-890-1777
remickd@macucc.org

Other Useful Contact
Information

Minister and President
The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal
jmantal@macucc.org
Mr. Willie Sordillo
Administrative Assistant
sordillow@macucc.org; ext. 225

Program Staff
Leadership Development
Ms. Susan P. Dickerman
Associate Conference Minister
dickermans@macucc.org; ext. 233
Stewardship and Financial
Development
Mr. Andrew Gustafson
Associate Conference Minister
gustafsona@macucc.org; ext. 231
Policy and Finance
Ms. Dawn Hammond
Associate Conference Minister
hammondd@macucc.org; ext. 228
Evangelism & Church Vitality
The Rev. Mr. Paul Nickerson
Associate Conference Minister
nickersonp@macucc.org; ext. 236
Resource Center
Ms. Martha Butler Cook
Director
cookm@macucc.org; ext. 239
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Ms. Kristin LoFrumento
Program Coordinator
lofrumentok@macucc.org; ext. 274
Communication and
Communication Technologies
Ms. Tiffany Vail
Associate
vailt@macucc.org; ext. 229

The Rev. Wendy Vander Hart
230 Second Avenue
Waltham, MA 02451
Phone: 781-890-1444
Fax: 781-890-1777
vanderhartw@macucc.org
The Rev. Dr. Peter Wells
51 Center Street, P.O. Box 443
Ludlow, MA 01056
Office: 413-589-7034
Cell: 413-244-6079
wellsp@macucc.org

Office of General Ministries
216-736-2100

Local Church Ministries
216-736-3800
Wider Church Ministries
216-736-3200

Pension Boards
212-870-2777
Massachusetts Congregational Fund
800-514-1111
Church World Service
Disaster Hot Line: 800-456-1310
Global Ministries
866-822-8224
UCC Insurance
(Information) 800-437-8830
(Claims) 800-832-7839

Conference Facilities

City Mission Society of Boston
617-742-6830

Diane Montgomery
Site Manager
Edwards House Meeting and Retreat
Center
Framingham, MA
montgomeryd@macucc.org; ext. 271

Congregational Library
617-523-0470

Ms. Mary Woodbury
Director
Craigville Conference Center
Centerville, Cape Cod
508-775-1265
craigvillecc@capecod.com

Massachusetts Council of Churches
617-523-2771
Worcester Area Mission Society
508-832-3937
Andover Newton Theological School
617-964-1100
Seafarer’s Friend
617-889-6315

Annual Report

Massachusetts Conference
United Church of Christ
1 Badger Road
Framingham, MA 01702-5517

Nurturing local church vitality and
the covenant among our churches

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Framingham,
MA
Permit No. 177

