Annual Faith Promise 2013

Celebration Sunday: November 18

Dear Melissa,
We truly hope you will “delight in giving” this year!
Our church has ministered faithfully for close to 230 years – not because members have given year after year
out of duty, obligation, guilt or fear. Such motivations can’t sustain an institution for over two centuries. No,
our faith community is still here, still strong and vibrant, because generations of members and friends have
found joy and meaning through supporting its mission with generous gifts of gratitude. Now it’s up to us.
A year ago Guest Steward, Jena Roy, reminded us that giving is a spiritual practice with six key principles.
She highlighted them as intentional, regular, a priority, generous, proportional and joyful. Joyful giving,
she powerfully stated, is not about opening our wallets once a year, but about opening our hearts every day.
It is about gratitude, trust, and joy.
On Sunday, November 18, we invite you to join our worship celebration as we bring our faith promises -our
pledges- forward. The weeks prior to Celebration Sunday, members of our church family will share their
stories of the joys they have received through giving. We would love to hear about your experiences of joy!
Don’t hesitate to share with one another and our congregation.
We invite you to make time today and in the coming weeks to pray and reflect on the many ways you have
experienced great joy by giving of yourself and then give gratefully, generously and joyfully in support of our
congregation’s ministries in 2013.
Blessings to you and your family,
Griet Dehandschutter, Andy Migner, Jennifer Royce and Rev. Cindy Worthington-Berry
Your Stewardship Ministry Team

Giving Reflections
These reflections are offered to help you consider different ways to discern your annual faith promise. Your
pledge is deeply personal, as are your prayers. We offer you three questions to help you think about the role
of faith and our community church in your life and the lives of your loved ones.

Question 1: Am I growing in my involvement, in my giving and in joy?

Did you know that involvement, giving and joy actually go hand-in-hand?

Question 2: How do I share my God-given gifts?
“With hearts and hands extended, we seek to know the living Christ”. Our church vision comes alive through
the actions and involvement of members like you! Reflect a moment on how, when and where do you bring
joy? Are you fully unwrapping your treasures?

Question 3: How might I measure my growth in giving?
Everyone’s situation is different. Some members increase their giving annually, by dedicating a larger percentage of
their income. Others find the step-up approach helpful. How do you set your giving goals? Do you measure your
joyfulness? Do you use a specific way to measure your growth in giving? Did you know that in 2012, 35 members
increased their annual pledge?

Some members increase their giving percentage annually

Others find the step-up approach helpful

14 Givers*
$100 -500/yr
$2-$10/wk

22 Givers
$501-$1,000/yr
$10-$20/wk

27 Givers
$1,001-$2,000/yr
$20-$40/wk

12 Givers
$2,001-$4,000/yr
$40-$80/wk

6 Givers
$4,001-$6,000/yr
$80-$120/wk

5 Givers
$6,001-$8,000/yr
$120-$150/wk

2 Givers
$8,001-$10,000/yr
$150-$200wk

*members and friends

Thank you for sharing yourself as we worship together, care for the house of our God,
act as a compassionate family by welcoming, valuing and nurturing one another,
and grow inwardly in faith and outwardly in action!
If you want to learn more about different ways to give or get involved and spread joy, please contact a member of the Stewardship Team
Jennifer Royce, Andy Migner, Griet Dehandschutter and Pastor Cindy.

